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State Lottery Scholarships: For the Fall 2004-05 academic year, a total of 
39,057 scholarships were awarded, at a cost of $93,342,125.   
 
Dual Enrollment Grant:  The Dual Enrollment Grant is available to students 
participating in courses for which they receive both secondary and post-
secondary credit.  For the Fall 2005 semester, 3,427 students received grants 
totaling $995,111.  
 
State GEAR UP Grant:  The GEAR UP program is a discretionary grant 
program designed to increase the number of low-income students who are 
prepared to enter and succeed in postsecondary education. For 2005-2010 
funding cycle, Tennessee will receive more than $21 million in GEAR UP funds 
to provide services at high-poverty middle and high schools. GEAR UP grantees 
serve an entire cohort of students beginning no later than the seventh grade 
and follow the cohort through high school. GEAR UP funds are also used to 
provide college scholarships to low-income students. 
 
CollegeforTN.com:  The CollegeForTN site is an Internet-based, integrated 
student services system designed to aid students in the college search, 
selection, and application processes.  CollegeForTN will allow colleges and 
universities to reach out to students on a local, regional, and statewide level to 
help them prepare for the collegiate experience by providing them with an 
interactive medium through which they can learn about, apply, and pay for 
college.  This site will become operational in spring 2006.  
 
Passport to Opportunity Grant:  Program funded by the Gates Foundation in 
partnership with the Southern Governors Association, the Southern Regional 
Education Board and the Go Alliance. This cooperative effort between the 
Department of Education and THEC will allow Tennessee to develop a 
communication plan that educates and informs students about opportunities 
available to them when they graduate high school. Tennessee will receive 
technical assistance to plan a public information campaign about the state’s 
efforts to strengthen high school preparation and students’ transitions for 
college and work. 
 
State P-16 Council:  The recently reconstituted Council, with THEC providing 
leadership, endorsed a state-wide focus on mathematics standards and 
curriculum alignment as a major pipeline initiative.  This initiative is linked to 
the GEAR UP project, existing high school redesign, and other converging K-12-
directed efforts.   
 



Established local P-16 Councils:  The Tennessee P-16 Network of 13 local 
councils, under the leadership of the Tennessee Board of Regents, has been 
developed over the last three years.  The self-funding local councils are made up 
of school, college, community, and business leaders dedicated to student 
success at all levels, professional development of teachers, and work force 
development.  These councils will be instrumental in carrying out the State P-
16 Council agenda for increasing student readiness for college or career, 
especially through raising student mathematics proficiency. 
 
Task Force on High School Redesign and ACT Benchmarks:  A major 
consideration in the deliberation of the task force is the use of the ACT 
Benchmarks to assess student learning in math, science, and English at key 
transition points toward postsecondary education.  These early assessments 
(8th, 10th grade) indicate high school course placement in the student’s 
preparation for college or career.   
 
High School Grading Policy:  In 2005, the State Board of Education adopted a 
uniform grading scale upon the recommendations of a task force charged with 
proposing the elements of the policy.  
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